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| CHARTER 
OFTHE  - -. 
BAHAMA Iflands, 


wHARLES the Second, by the Grace 
of G O D, King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 
@c. To All te whom theſe preſents ſhall 
- Come greeting: Wn ee - 
KNOW YEE That We for divers good Cauſes 
; - and Conſiderations, us, hereunto eſpecially moving, 
» of our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledse, and meer 
3 Motion: HAVE Given and Granted, and by theſe 
| Preſents, for us, our Heirs and Succeflors, DO Give 
and Grant unto our Right truſty and Right intirely +. 
Beloved Coſen Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle ; our 
3 Righttruſty and Right Well-beloved Coſen and Conn- 
3 cellour /:/:am Earl of- Craven; our Right traſt and 
| Well-beloved Councellours, John Lord Berkeley, An- 
thony Lotd Afbley, 4 and Under-Treaſuter 
| | Q 
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(2) 
of our, Exchequer ; Sir George Carterett Knight, and 
Baronet, Vice-Chamberlain of our Houſhold ; and our 
Trulty and Welbeloved Sir Peter Colleton Baronet, 
their Heirs and Aſſigns. All thoſe Iflands called Baha- 
TheBounds ma, Cientheria, Via: Providence, Tnagua, and all 
other thoſe Iflandy.lyitg in the Degrees of 'Twenty 
ar:d two, to Twenty and ſeven North Latitude, com- 
monly known by the Name of the Bahama Ilands, or 
the Iflands of the Lucayes, © 
Together, with” all..and fingular Ports, Harbours, 
Pays, Rivers, and Iflets belonging untethe Iſlands afore- 
id; with the Fiſhing of all Sorts of Fiſh ; Whales, 
Sturgeons, and all other Royal Fiſhes in the Sea, Bays, 
Iftets, and Rivers within the Premiſes ; and the Fiſh 
therein taken : Together with the Royalty of the Sea 
upon the Coaſt with the Limits aforefaid. ' } ©. - 
And moreover, All Vams, Mines, and Quarries, as 
well diſcovered as not diſcovered,of Gold; Silver, Gems, 
precious Stones, and all other whatſoever, be it of 
Stones, Mettals, ar any other thing whatſoever found, 
or to be found within the Iſlands and Limits aforeſaid. 
nd furthermore, 'The Patronage and Avowlons of 
all the'Churches and Chapels ( which as Chriftian Re- 
ligion ſhall increaſe) within the IfJands, Iſles, Iſlets, and 
Limites aforeſaid ſhall happen hereafter to be Erected ; 
together with Licenſe and Power to Build. and Found 
Churches, Chapels, and Oratories in convenient and 
fit Flaces within the ſaid Bounds and Limits, and to 
cauſe them to be Dedicated and Conſecrated according 
to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of our Kingdom of England: 
Fogether with all and fingular the like, and as ample 
Rights, Juriſdictions, Priviledges, Prerogatives, Roy- 
alties Liberties, Immunities, and Franchiſes of: what 
Kind ſoever with in the' Iflands, Ifles, Iſtets, and Limits 
aforeſaid. * Cute 
Furiflis, To Have, Uſe, Exerciſe and Enjoy; the fame as 
of a Count amply fully, and in as ample manner as any Biſhop of 
Palatine. Durham in-our Kingdom of England, ever heretofore 
Held, Uſed, or Enjoyed ; or of Right ought or could 
Have, Uſe, or Enjoy. | 
And them, The ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, 
W:liam Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, — 
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(3) 
Lord Aſþley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Collc= 
zon their Heirs and Aſſigns, 

We do by theſe Preſents, for us, our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſlors, Make, Create, and Conſtitute the true and 
abſolute Lords and Proprietors of the ſaid Iſlands ; and 
of all other, the Premiſes, ſaving always the Faith, Al- 
legiance, and Saveraign Dominion due to us, out 
Heirs and Succeſfors, for the ſame. _ $I 

To Have, and to Hold, Poſleſs, and Enjoy the faid 
Iſlands, Ifles, Iflets, and all and ſingular other the Pre- 
miſes, unto them the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albe- 
marle, William Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, 
Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and vir 
Peter Colleton, their Heirs and Aſſigns for ever. 


To be Holden of us, our Heirs, and Succellors, as T;1iye. 


of our Mannor of Eaſt-Greenwick in our County of 
Kent, in free and common Soccage, and not 7 Copite, 
or by Knights-ſervice: Yielding and paying yearly to 
us, our Heirs and Succeflors for the ſame, the Fourth 


| part of all Gold and Silver Oar, which within the Li- 


mits hereby granted, ſha!l from time to time happen 
to be found. And alſo Yeilding and paying to us, our 
Heirs and Succeſ{ors as often as we or they ſhall hap- 
pen to come or enter in to the {aid If|ands, one Pound 
of fine Silver. | 

And foraſmuch as we have Made and Ordained the 
aforeſaid Chriſtupher Duke of 4/bemarle, William Earl 
of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthcny Lord Aſhley, 
Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colletox, their Heirs 
and Afſhgns, the True Lords and Proprietors of the 
Ulands aforeſaid : Know ye therefore moreover that we 
repoling eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in their Fideli- 
ty, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Provident Circumſpection for 
us, our Heirs and Succeflors. Do Grant full and abſo- 
lute Power by Vertue of theſe Preſents, to them the 
ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of 
Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſbley, Sip 
George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, and their Heirs 
and Aſſigns, for the good and happy Govertiment of 
the ſaid Iſlands, full Power and Authority to Erect, 
Conltitute, and make ſeveral Counties, Baronies, and 
: A 2 Collonies 
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Colonies, of, and within the aforeſaid Iſlands, Lands 
and Hereditaments, in, and by theſe Preſents granted, 
or mentioned to be granted as aforeſaid, with ſeveral 
and diſtin& Juriſdictions, Power, Liberties and Privi- 
ledges: And alſo to Make, Ordain, and EnaR, and un- 
der their Seals to publiſh any Laws and Conſtitutions 
whatſoever, either appertaining to the Publick Eſtate 
of the ſaid Iflands, or of any diſtinct or particular Coun- 
ty, Barony, or Colony, of or within the ſame, or to the 
private Utility of particular Perſons, according to their 
beſt Diſcretion, by and with the Advice, Aflent and Ap- 
probation of the Free-Men of the faid Iſlands, or of the 
Free-Men of the County, Barony, or Colony for which 
ſuch Laws or Conſtitution ſhall be made, or of the grea- 
ter part of them, or of their Delegates or Deputies, 
whom for EnaCGting of the ſaid Laws, When, and as 
often as need ſhall require. We Will, that the faid 
Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Cra- 
ven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir 
George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, and their Heirs 
and Aſſigns, ſhall from time, to time, Aflembled in ſuch 
Mannerand Form as to them ſhall ſeem beſt ; and the 
fame Law duely to Execute upon the People within the 
faid Iſlands, County, Barony, or Colony, and the Li-- 
mits thereof for the time being, or which ſhall be Con- 
ſtituted under the Power or Government of them, or 
any of them; either ſailing towards the ſaid Iſlands, or 
returning from thence towards England, or any other 
of ours or Forreign Dominions, by Impoſition of Pen- 
alty, Impriſonment, or any other Puniſhment. ' Yea, 
xf it ſhall be needful, andthe quality of the Offence re- 
quire it, by taking away Member and Life, either by 
them the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William 
Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord 
Aſhley, Sir Georege Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, 
and their Heirs, or by them or their Deputies, Lieute- 
nants, Judges, Juſtices, Magiſtrates, Officers and Mi- 
niſters to be Ordained or Appointed according to the 
'Tenor and true intention of theſe Preſents. And like- 
wiſe to Erect and makeany Court or Courts whatſoever 
of Judicature or otherwiſe, as ſhall be requiſite ; and to 
| Appoint 
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Appoint and Eſtabliſh any Judges, or Juſtices, Magi- 
ſtrates, or Officers whatſoever, as well within the ſaid 
Iſlands as at Sea, in ſuch Manner and Form as unto the 
faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, W/iUiam Earl of 
Craven, J:hu Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir 
George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, or their Heirs 
ſhall ſeem moſt convenient : Alſo to Remit, Releaſe, 
Pardon and Aboliſh, either before Judgment or after, 
all Crimes and Offences whatſoever again{t the ſaid 
Laws: and to do all and every other thing and things 
which unto the compleat Eſtabliſhment of Juilice unto 
Courts, Seſſtons, and Forms of Judicature and Manners 
of proceedings therein do belong, zIithough in theſe 
Preſents expreſs Mention is not made thereof, and by 
Judges by him or them delegated to Award, Frocels, 
hold Pleas, and determine in all the ſaid Courts and 
Places of Judicature, all Actions, Suits, and Cauſes what- 
ſoever, as well Criminal as Civil, Real, Mixt, Perſona], 
or of any other kind or nature whatſoever ; which 
Laws ſo as aforeſaid to be Publiſhed. Our will and plea- 
ſure is, and we do enjoyn, require and command, ſhall 
be abſolute, Firm, and Available in Law ; and that all 
the Leige People of us, our Heirs and Succeſlors within 
the ſaid Iflands; do obſerve and keep the ſame inviol- 
ably in thoſe Parts ſo far as they concern them, under 
the Pains and Penalties therein expreſled, or to be ex- 
preſled: Provided nevertheleſs that the ſaid Laws be 
conſonant to Reaſon, and as near as may be convenient- 
ly agreeable to the Laws and Cuſtoms of this our 
Kingdom of England. | | 
And becauſe ſuch Aſſemblies of Free-holders cannot 
be ſo ſuddainly called as there may be occaſion to require 
the ſame : We do therefore by theſe Preſents, Give and 
Grant unto the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of AlLemarle, 
WVilliam Earl of Craven, oh Lord Berkeley, Anthony 
Lord Aſþley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colteton ; 
their Heirs and Aſſigns by themſelves or their Magiſt- 
rates in that behalflawfully Authorized, full Power and 
Authority from time to time, to make and ordain fit 
and whelſome Orders and Ordinances within the a- 
foreſaid IMlands, or any County, Barony or Province, of, 
Or 
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or within the ſame, to be kept and obſerved as well for 
the keeping of the Peace, as for the better Government 
of the People there abiding, and to publiſh the ſame to 
All to whom it may concern, which Ordinance we do 
by theſe Lreſents ſtrictly Charge and Command to be 
inviolably obſerved within the faid Iſlands under the 
Penalties therein expre Ted, ſo as ſuch Ordinances be 
reaſonable, and not repugnant or contrary, but as near 
as may be agreeable to the Laws and Statutes of this our 
Kingdom of England, and ſo as the ſame Ordinances do 
not extend to the binding, charging or taking away of 
the Richts or Intereſt of any Terfon or Perſons, in 
their Free-hold, Goods, or Chattels, whatſoever. 

And to the end, the faid Iflands may be the more 
happily encreaſed by the muititude of People reſorting 
thither, and may likewiſe be the more {trongly defend- 
ed from the Incurſions of Salvages and other Enemies, 
Pirates and Robbers: Therefore, we for us, our Heirs, 
and Succeflors, do Give and Grant by theſe Preſents, 
Power, Licenſe, and Liberty unto all the lege People 
of us, our Heirs, and Suczeucrs, in our Kingdom of Eng- 
land or elſewhere witkin any other our Dominions, 
Iſlands, Ccionies, or Plancations, {excepting thoſe wha 
ſhall be eſpe- ally f::hidden } to tianfport themſelves 
and Familie: into tne ſa.d IHiand with convenient Ship- 
ping and, fitting Proviſions, and there to ſettle them- 
ſelves, Dwell, and Itiivit any Law, AR, Statute, Or- 
dinance, or other Thing to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtar:ding. 

And we w: 1 alſo, 22d of our more eſpecial Grace, for 
us, our Heirs, and $:;:- :tors, do ftrictly Enjoyn, Ordain 
Conlititute and Command, that the Gigi ands, ſhall 
be of our Allegiance ; anc that all and {inzu/ar the Sub- 
jects and Liege People of us, our - eirs and Succeflors, 
tranſported, or to be tranſported 1::to the ſaid [{]andy 
and the Children of them, and ſuch as ſhall deſcend 
trom them, there born, or hereafer to be born, be, and 
ſhall be Denizons and Leiges of us, our Hears, and Suc- 
ceſlors, of this our Kingdom of Ezeland, and be in all 
things Held, Treated, and Reputed as the leige faichtul 
People of us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, bornywithinthis 

; | Our 
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our faid Kingdom, or any other of our Dominions, and 
may inherit, or otherwiſe purchaſe and receive. take, 
have, hold, buy and poiieſs any Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments within the faid Flaces, -and thein may 
Occupy, and Enjoy, Give, Sell Alien, and Bequeath : 
As likewiſe, all Liberties, Franchiſes, and Privileges, of 
this our Kingdom of Eng/aud. and of other our Do- 
ininions aforeſaid; may freely and quietly have, Poſleſs, 
and Enjoy, as our leige People, born within the ſame, 
without the moleſtation. lett, vexation, trouble or 
orievance, of us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, any Statute, 
A&, Ordinance, or Proviſions to the contrary : not- 
withſtanding. 

And farthermore, that our Subje&s of this our ſaid 
Kingdom of England, and other our Dominions, may 
be the rather incouraged to undertake this Expedition, 
with readyand cheerful mind ; Kzow Tee, 'That we of 
our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledg,and meer Motion, 
do Give and Grant, by vertue of theſe Preſents, as well 
as to the faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William 
Earl of Craven, Jil Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord 
Aſhley, Six George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, and 
their Heirs, as unto all others as ſhall from time to time 
repair unto the ſaid Iſlands, with a purpoſe to inhabit 
there, or to trade with the Natives thereof, free Liberty 


and Licenſe to Lade and Fraight in any Ports whatſo- 7.;:exſe to 
ever, of us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, and into the ſaid :yarſport 
Iſlands, by them then Servantsand Aſſtgns, to tranſport, Go:ds and 
all and ſingular their Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes ; Merchar- 
as likewile all ſorts of Grain whatſoever, and any other 4c. 


Thing whatſcever,neceſlary for their Food and Cloath- 
ing (not prohibited by the Laws and Statutes of cur 
Kingdoms and Dominions to be carried out of the ſame 
without any lett, or moleſtation of us, our Heirs and 
Succeflors, or of any other our Officers and Miniſters 
whatſoever) ſaving alſo, to us, our Heirs andSucceflors, 
the Cuſtoms, and other Duties and Payments due for 
the ſaid Wares and Merchandizes, according to the 
ſeveral Rates of the Places from whence the ſame ſhall 
be T'ranſported, | 


We 
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We will alfo, and by theſe Preſents, for us, our Heirs 
and Succeſſors, do give, and grant Licenſe by this our 
Charter, unto the ſaid Chri/topher Duke of Albermarle, 
William Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony 
Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton, 


their Heirs and Aſſigns, and to all the Inhabitants and 


Dwellers in the Iflands aforeſaid, both preſent and to 
come, full Power, andabſolute Authority to import or 
unlade by themſelves, or their Servants, Facors, or 
Aſfiens; all Merchandizes and Goods whatſoever that 
ſhall ariſe of the Fruits and Commodities of the ſaid 
Iſlands, either by Land, or Sea, into any the Ports of us, 
our Heirs and Succeſlors, in our Kingdom of England, 
Scotland and Jreland, or otherwiſe to diſpoſe of the 
ſaid Goods in the faid Ports ; and if need be, within one 
Year next after the unlading to lade the ſaid Merchan- 
dizes and Goods again into the ſame, or other Ships, 
and to Export the ſame into any other Countries,either 
of our Dominions or Forreign. (being in Amity with 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors) ſo as age pay ſuch Cu- 
ſtoms, Subſidies, and other Duties for the ſame, to us, 
our Heirs and Succeſlors, as the reit of the Subje&s of 
this our Kingdom for the time being ſhall be bound to 


pay, beyond which, we will not that the Inhabitants of 


the {aid Iſlands ſhall be any way Charged: Provided 
nevertheleſs, and our Will and Pleaſure is, and we have 


further for the con(iderations aforeſaid, of our eſpecial 


Grace, «crtain Knowledg, and meer Motion, given and 
Granted, and by theſe Preſents, for us, our Heirs and 
Succeflors. Do Give and Grant unto the ſaid Chriſto 
pher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, 
John Lord Berkeley, Authiny Lord Aſhley, Sir George 
Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton; their Heirs and 
Aſſigns, full and free Licenſe, Liberty, P-:»wer and Au- 
thority at any time or times, from and after the Feaſt 
of St. Michael the Archangel, next enſuing, the date 
hereof to Export and carry out of any of our Dominions 
into the faid Iflands Cuſtom free, all Sorts of Tools 
which ſhall 'be uſeful and neceſlary for the Planters 
there in the Accommodation and Improvement of the 
Premiles, any thing before in theſe Preſents contained, 
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or any Law, AR, Statute, Prohibition, or other Matter 
or Thing heretofore Had, Made, Enacted, or Provided; 
or hereafter to be Had, Made, Enacted, or Provided, 
or the contrary in any wiſe Notwithſtanding. 

And Furthermore, of our more ample and eſpecial 
Grace, certain Knowledg, and meer Motion, we do- for 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, Grant unto the faid Chr:- 
ſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, 
John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George 
Carterett, and Sir Peter Coeton; their Heirs and Afigns, 
full and abſolute Power and Authority to Make, Ere&, 
and Conſtitute within the (aid [{lands, and the Iflesand 
Iſlets aforeſaid, ſuch and ſo many Sea Ports, Harbours, 
Creeks, and other Flaces for diſcharge and unlading of 
Goods and Merchandizes out of Ships, Boats, and other 
Veſlels; and forlading them in ſuch and ſo many Places, 
and with ſuch Juriſdi&ions, Priviledges, and Franchiſes 
unto the ſaid Ports belonging as to them ſha!l ſeem 
moſt expedient : And that all and ſingular the Ships, 
Boats, and other Veſſels, which ſhall come for Mer- 
chandizes and Trade into the ſaid Ifands, or ſhall de- 
part out of the ſame, ſhall be laden and unladen at ſuch 
Ports only as ſhall be Ere&ed and Conſtituted by the 
faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of 
Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Afhley, Sir 

George Carterett, and Sir Peter Coleton , their Heirsand 
Aſfigns, and not elſewhere any Uſe, Cuſtom, or any 
thing; to the contrary in any wiſe Notwith{tanding- 
And we do furthermore Will, Appoint and Ordain, 
and by theſe Preſents for us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, 
do Grant unto the ſaid Chriſtepher Duke of Albemarle, 
IWilliam Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthoiry 
Lord Aſhley, Sir Gecrge Carterett, and Sir Peter Colle- 
202; their Heirs and Afigns. That they the faid 
Chriſtupher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Cra- 
ven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhiey, Sir 
George Carterett, andSir Peter Colleton; their Heirs and 
Aſſigns, may from time to time for ever, have and en- 
joy the Cuſtoms and Sublidies in the Ports, Harbous, 
Creeks, and other places within the aforeſaid Iilands, 
Payable for Goods, Merchandizes, and Wares Gy 
A Ro we : 
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Jaded, or to be laded, or unladed, the ſaid Cuſtoms to 


be reaſonably Afetſed upon any occaiton by themſelves, 
and by and with the conſent of the Free People there, 
or the greater part of them as aforeſaid. To whom 
we give Power by thefe Preſents, for us, our Heirs and 
Sacceflors, upon A Cauſe and in a due proportion to 
the ſame. 


And further, of our eſpecial Grace, certain Know- 


Power toledg, and meer Motion, we have Given, and Granted, 
Create Te- and by theſe Preſents for us, our Heirs and Succeſ- 


anres, 


of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, 


ſors, do Give, Grant, unto the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke 

eb Lord 
Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, 
and Sir Peter Colleton ; their Heirs. and Aſhgns, full and 
ablolute Licenſe, Power and Authority. That they 
the ſaid Chriftopher Duke of . Albemarle, William 
Lord Craven. fohu Lord Berkely, Authouy Lerd 
Albley, Sir Ge:rge Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton ; 
their cleirs and Aſſigns, from time to time hereafter 
for ever. at his, and their Will and Pleaſure, may 
Aſhgn, Alien, Grant, Demiſe, or Enfeoft the Pre- 
miles or any rart or parcel thereof, to him or them, 
that ſhall be willing to purchaſe the ſame, and to 
ſuch Ferſon, and Lerſons as they ſhall think fit, To 
1::e and to hold to them the ſaid Perſon, or Per- 
{ >:, their Heirs and Aſſigns in Fee Simple, or Fee 
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or Perſons may have and take the Premiſes, or any 
| | Parcel 
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( 11) 
Parcel thereof, of the faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albe- 
marle, William Earl of Craven, *7:hn Lord Berkeley, 
Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir 
Peter Clleton ; their Heirs and Aſſigns, and the ſame 
! to hold to themſelves, their Heirs or Aſſigns, in what 
/ Eſtate of Inheritance ſoever, in Fee Simple, or in 
| Fee Tail, or otherwiſe, as to them, the ſaid Chri/to- 
pher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, 
John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Afpley, Sir George 
Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton; their Heirs and 
Aſſigns ſhall ſeem expedient: The Statute in the 
; © Parhament of Edward Son of King Henry, hereto- 
{ fore King of Eng/and, our Fredeceſlor, commonly 
7 called the Statute of Quia emptores terrarum, or any 
b other Statute, AR, Ordinance, Uſe, Law, Cuſtom, 
or any other Matter, Cauſe, or thing heretofore 


Publiſhed or Provided to the contrary, in any wiſe 
; notwithſtanding: And becauſe many Perſons born 
| or inhabiting in the ſaid Iſlands for their Deſert ane 
| Services, may expect and be capable of Marks of Ho- 
nour and Favour, which in reſpec of the great Di-- 
] Rance cannot conveniently be conferred by us. Our 
| Will and Pleaſure therefore is, and we do by theſe 

Preſents, Give, and Grant, unto the ſaid Chre/topher ; 
Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, Johip Power to |» 
Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Afpley, Sir George Car- Confer Hs- ; 
| terett, and Sir Peter Colleton; their Heirs and Afigns, ©" ] 
| full Power and Authority to Give, and Confer unto, 
| and upon ſuch of the Inhabitants of the {ſaid Iſlands, 
as they ſhall think, do, or hall Merit the ſame, ſuch 
Marks of Favour and Titles of Honour as they ſhall 
think fit, ſo as thoſe Titles or Honour be not the 
ſame as are enjoyned by, or conferred upon any the 
Subjects of this our Kingdom of England. 

And further, alſo we do by the Preſents, for us, 
our Heirs and Succeflors, Give, and Grant Licenſe 
to them the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, 
William Earl of Craven, Fa Lord Berkeley, Anthony 
Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colle- 

z0n ; their Heirs and Aſſigns, full Power, Liberty, 
and Licenſe to Erect, Raiſe, and Build within the ſad 
ian 
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Iſlands and Places aforeſaid, or any Part, or Parts 
thereof, fuch and ſo many Forts, Fortreſſes, Caſtles, 
Cities, Boroughs, Towns, Villages, and other Forti- 
fications whatſoever ; and the ſame or any of them to 
fortihie and furniſh with Ordinance, Powder, Shot, 
Armour, and all other Weapons, Amunition, and-Ha- 
biliments of War, both Offenſive, and Defenſive, as 
ſhall be thought fit and convenient for the ſafety and 
welfare of the faid Iſlands, or any part thereof, and 
the ſame or .any of them from time to time, as oc- 
caſion ſhall require to Diſmantle, Disfurniſh, Demo- 
liſh and pull down. And alſo to Place, Conſtitute, 
and Appoint, in, or over all or any of the faid Caſtles, 
Forts, Fortifications, Cities, 'Towns, and Places a- 
foreſaid ; Governours, Deputy-Governours, Magi- 
ſtrates, Sheritts, and other Officers, Civil, and Milli- 
tary, as to them ſhall ſeem meet. And to the faid 
Cities, Boroughs, Towns, Villages, or any other 
Place, or Places within the faid Hands, to Grant Let- 
ters or Charters of Incorporation; with all Liberties, 
Franchifes and Priviledges requiſite. and uſual, or to, 
or within any Corporations within this our Kingdom 
of Ez2land, granted or belonging, and in the ſame 
Ciries, Boroughs, Towns, and other Places, to Con- 
ſtitute, Erett, and Appoint ſuch, and ſo many Mar- 
ket: Marts, and Fairs, as ſhall in that behalf be 
thought ft and neceilary- 

And further, alſo to Erect and Make in the Iflands 
aforefaid, or any part thereof, ſo many Mannors with 
ſuch Setgniories as to them ſhall ſeem meet and con- 
venient, and in every of the faid Mannors To Have 
and hold a Court Baron, with all things whatſoever, 
whi.h to 2 C:2rt-Baron do belong. And To Have 
ard to hold Fiewes of Franck-Pledge and Court-Leet 
for the Confervation of the Peace, and better Go- 
vernment of thoſe Parts with ſuch Limits, Juriſdicti- 


ons, and Precincts as by the faid Chriftepher Duke of 


Alvemarle, William Earl of Craven J:hn Lord Ber- 
keley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and 
Sir Peter Colleton ; or their Heirs ſhall be Appointed 
for that purpoſe, with all things whatſoever, which, 
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(13) 
to a Court-Leet, or View of Franck-Plzdze do belong, 
the ſame Courts to be Holden by Stewards to be de- 
puted and Authorized by the faid Chriſtopher Duke 
of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, John Lord 
Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, 
and Sir Peter Cul/eton; or their Heirs, or by the 
Lords of the Mannors and Leets for the time being, 
when the ſame ſhall be Ere&ed.; and becauſe that, in 
ſo remote a Country, and ſituate among ſo many bar- 
barous Nations, the Invaſions as well of Salvages or 
other Enemies, Pirats, and Robbers, may probably be 


. feared : Therefore we have given, and for us, our 


Heirs and Succeſlors, do give Power by theſe Frſents, 


unto the faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Power to 
Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord TakeWar. 


Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton ; 
their Heirs and Affigns by themſelves, or their Cap- 
tains, or other Officers, to Leavy, Muſter, and Train 
all forts of Men, of what Condition ſoever, or where- 
foever born, whether in the ſaid Iflands or elſewhere 
for the-time being ; and to make War, and to purſue 
the Enemies aforeſaid, as well by Sea as by Land ; 
Yea, even without Limits of the {aid Iſlands, (and by 
Gods afliſtance. ) to vanquiſh and take them, and be- 
ing taken, to put them to Death by the Law of War, 
and to fave them at their pleaſure, and to do all and 
every other thing which to the Charge and Office of 
a Captain General of any Army belongeth, or hath 
accuſtomed to belong, as fully and freely, as any Cap- 
tain General of an Army hath ever had the ſame. 
Alſo, our Will and Pleaſure is, and by this our 
Charter, we do give unto the faid Chriſtopher Duke 
of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, John Lord 
Berkeley, Anthouy Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, 
and Sir Peter Co//eton ; their Heirs and Aſſigns, full 
Power, Liberty, and Authority, in caſe of Rebelli;n, 
Tumult, or Sedition, ( if any ſhould happen, which 
God forbid ) either upon the Land within the Lands 
aforeſaid, or upon the Mair Sea, in making a Voya: e 
thither, or returning from thence, by him and them- 
ſelves, their Captains, Deputies, or Officers, 0 
autnh9o 


(14) 
authority under his, or their Seals for that purpoſe, 
To whom alfo, for us, our Heirs and Succefſors, we 
do Give and Grant by theſe Preſents, full Power and 
Authority to Exerciſe Martial Law againſt mutinous 
and ſeditious Perſons of thoſe parts, ſuch as ſhall re- 
fuſe to ſubmit themſelves to their Government, or 
ſhall refuſe to ſerve in the Wars, or ſhall fly to the 
Enemy, forſake their Colours, or Enſigns, or be Loy- 
terers, or Straglers, or otherwiſe honor offending 
azainſt Law, Cuſtom, or Diſcipline Military, as freely, 
and in as ample manner and form, as any Captain Ge- 
Hneral of an Army by vertue of his Office, might, or 
hath accuſtomed to uſe the ſame. 

And our further pleaſure is, and by theſe Preſents, 
for us, our Heirs and Succeflors: We do Grant unto 
the ſaid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William 
Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord. 
Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, and Sir | Peter Golleton * 
their Heirs and Afigns, and to the Tenants and Inha- 
bitants of the ſaid Iſlands, both preſent and to come, 
and to every of them, that the faid Iſlands, and the 
Tenants and Inhabitants thereof ſhall not from hence- 
foi th be held or reputed any Member or Part of any 
Colony whatloever, in America, or elſewhere, now 
'Tr:inſported or made, or hereafter to be Tranſported 
or ;made ; nor ſhall be depending on, or ſubje& to 
their Government in any thing, but be abſolutely ſe- 
pera ted and divided from the ſame : And our Will and 
Pleat ure is, by theſe Preſents that they be ſeperated, 
and 1 hat they be ſubje& immediately to our Crown of 
Eneh 1nd, as depending thereof for ever. 

And that the Inhabitants of the ſaid Iſlands nor any 
of thizm ſhall at any time hereafter be compelled or 
compllable, or by any ways ſubje& or liable to appear 
or anf wer to any Matter, Suit, Cauſe, or Plaint what- 
ſfoever out of the Tflands aforeſaid, in any other of our 
Hflandi;, Colonies, or Dominions in America or elſe- 
where, other than in our Realm of England, and Do- 
miniot1 of Hales, And becauſe it may happen that 
fome cf the People and Inhabitants of the faid Iſlands, 
canno\ in their private Opinions Conform-to the e 
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lick Exerciſe of Religion according to the Liturgy, 
Forms, and Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
or take or ſubſcribe the Oaths and Articles made and 
eſtabliſhed in that behalf; and for that the ſame by 
reaſon} of the remote Diſtances of theſe Places, will as 
we hope, be no Breach of the Unity and. Uniformity 
Eſtabliſhed in this Nation. Our Will and Pleaſure 
therefore is, and we do by theſe Preſents, for us, our 
Heirs and Succefiors, Give and Grant unto the faid 
Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of Cra- 
ven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Afþley, Sir 


. George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton ; their Heirs 


or Afﬀiens, full and free Licenſe, Liberty, and Autho- 
rity by ſuch ways and means as they ſhall think fit to 
Give and Grant to ſuch Perſon and Perfons inhabiting 
and being within the faid I{lands hereby, mentioned 
to be Granted as aforeſaid, or any-pait thereof, fuch 
Indulgencies and Diſpenſations in that behalf, for, and 
during ſuch time and times, and with ſuch Limitati- 
ons and Reſtriftions as they the faid: Chrr/topher Duke 
of. Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, John Lord 
Berkeley, Anthony- Lord: Aſhley, Sir George Carterett, 
and Sir Peter Colleton ; their Heirs and Affiens, ſhall 
in their diſcretion think fit and reaſonable : And that 
no Perſon or Perſons unto whom fuck Liberty ſhall 
be- given; ſhalt be any way moleſted; puniſhed, dil- 
quieted, or called in queſtion for. any* differences in: 
Opinion, or Practice in matters of Religious Concern- 
ment, who do not acually diſturb the Civil Peace of 
the Ilhand, County, or Colony, that he or they ſhall 
make their Aboad in. But all and every ſuch Perſon 
or Perſoris may from time to time and at all times, 
freely and quietly have and enjoy his and their Judg- 
ments and Conſciences in Matters of Religion through- 
out all the faid Iflands, they behaving themſelves 
peaceably, and not uſing the Liberty to Licentiouſhels, 
nor to the Civil Injury nor outward diſturbance of 
others ; any Law, Statute, or Clauſe contained, or to 
be contained, Uſuage or Cuſtom of our Realm of 
England to the contrary hereof in any wiſe notwith- 
ſtanding, And in caſe it ſhall happen that any Doubt 
or 


any other Gifts or Grants, by us, or by afiy of our 
Progenitors or Predeceſlors heretofore made by the 
faid Chriſtopher Duke of Albemarle, William Eatl of 
Craven, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Aſhley, 
Sir George Carterett, and Sir Peter Colleton; in theſe 
Preſents 1s not made, or any Statute, AQt, Ordinance, 
Proviſo, Proctamation, or Reſtriftion heretofore Had, 
Made, EnaRed, Ordained or Provided, or any other 
Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever, to the contrary 
hereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. | 


In Witneſs, whertof we have cauſed theſe our Let- 
ters.to be made Patents. Witneſs Our Self at Heſt- 
minſter, the firſt Day of November, In the two and 
twentieth Year of our Reign, + © 775: 

.. By Writ of Privy Seali 
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